December 26, 2007

To All Interested Parties:
Subject:  
Fact Sheet Accompanying Guidelines Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants Under the Clean Water Act; National Primary Drinking Water Regulations; and National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations; Analysis and Sampling Procedures (Final Rule, 72 Fed. Reg. 11200, March 12, 2007)
US EPA Region 9 provides clarification of a fact sheet related to flexibility and documentation required in modifying methods as described at 40 CFR Part 136.6 posted at http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/methods/update/questions.html.  The associated regulation promulgated on March 12, 2007, allows, without prior EPA approval, many modifications that improve the performance of Clean Water Act (CWA) Part 136 methods.

The fact sheet responds to the use of collision cell technology with EPA Method 200.8 for CWA uses.  Region 9 has received clarification from the Office of Science and Technology that the fact sheet includes collision/reaction cell technologies, and that their use for CWA purposes falls within the scope of the flexibility described at 40 CFR Part 136.6.  The flexibility to use these cell technologies requires that the method performance specifications relevant to ICP/MS measurements in the collision/reaction mode are met and that proficiency demonstration documentation be maintained at the laboratory.  Documentation that should be maintained at the laboratory is discussed at:  http://www.epa.gov/region09/qa/alt-test.html see "Flexibility to Modify CWA Methods (PDF)." 
Effective March 12, 2007, data produced by collision/reaction cells is acceptable for CWA monitoring purposes provided 1) the laboratory performing the analyses met the method performance specifications relevant to ICP/MS in the collision/reaction mode, and 2) documentation specified in “Flexibility to Modify CWA Methods” was in existence and maintained in house by the laboratory on the effective date.  The same provisions apply to data produced after the effective date.      

If you have any questions, please contact Roseanne Sakamoto (415) 972-3813 or Steve Remaley (415) 972-3802.







Sincerely,







Eugenia McNaughton







Quality Assurance Manager

cc:  
Lemuel Walker, Office of Science and Technology

       
Ann Nutt, Regional Counsel, Region 9, Office of Water

